
 
 

Four Lanes Junior School Policy for Collective Worship 
 

 
This policy has been devised in line with Hampshire County Council guidelines for Collective Worship and 
the associated statutory duties of schools. 
 
Collective worship is an integral part of our school day and it reinforces the aims and spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural values of the school. It is broadly of a Christian character which we interpret as including 
Christian values which may be expressed through secular or religious texts. It is a separate activity from 
Religious Education in the curriculum. 
 
We interpret ‘worship’ as,  
  
‘A form of human activity, when we purposely put ourselves in the position of paying particular attention to 
those things in life which have the greatest meaning for us’.  
 
Our aim is to develop children’s  

 Spiritual awareness 
 Social and moral values 
 Sense of awe and wonder 
 Knowledge of the beliefs, values, celebrations and traditions of Christianity and other world 

religions. 
 Promote fundamental British values 

 
Collective worship provides a time for children to reflect, revere and respond.  It helps to foster a sense of 
community, celebrating the life of the school and helping children to consider their place in the world.   
This approach is also consistent with the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the child, particularly 
articles 12 ‘I have the right to be listened to seriously’;14, ’I have the right to have my 
own thoughts and beliefs and to choose my religion, with my parents guidance’ and 30, ‘I have a right to 
speak my own language and to follow my family’s way of life ‘ . 
 
Each week, themes for Collective Worship are explored and shared through stories, poems, music, art, 
drama, discussion and prayer.  Where appropriate, assemblies will reflect special occasions, important 
issues or current events.  Children are encouraged to share their ideas and to reflect upon the feelings of 
themselves and of others.   
 
Visitors are invited to lead assemblies, including representatives from the local church and members of 
other religious faiths.  Other representatives from the local community may also lead assemblies, including 
school governors, parents and charitable organisations eg. NSPCC, Spotlight. All visitors are accompanied 
by a member of staff throughout their visit. 
 
At the end of each week we celebrate the children’s achievements in school by giving certificates and other 
awards. Children also share work completed in class and are encouraged to share achievements outside 
of school. 
 
Our collective worship takes place every day for approximately 15 minutes in the hall or classroom. Music 
and candles are sometimes used to create a quiet and thoughtful atmosphere, where a sense of 
community and belonging is fostered.  
 
 
Parents have the right to withdraw their children from participating in acts of collective worship.  Requests 
for this must be made in writing to the Headteacher, who will then meet with the parents to discuss this.  
Teachers and support staff are entitled to withdraw from collective worship, this request must also be made 
in writing to the Headteacher. 
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