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Welcoming Children Back to School 

Dear Parents, 

I am sure that most of you will be aware by now that the Government announced last night that schools will open 
for all children on Monday 8th March. It will be wonderful to have the children back with us and begin the slow road 
back to ‘normality’. 

The current guidance, published yesterday, is largely unchanged from that published in September. However, I 
thought it would be useful just to highlight a few salient points for you ahead of your child’s return back to school. 

 School attendance is mandatory for all pupils from 8th March.  The usual rules for attendance will therefore 
apply with absences followed up and recorded as you would expect. 

 

 We will resume staggered start and finishing times for each year group. These will remain the same as for 
September. We ask that you keep within the allotted times for each year group to avoid any mixing between 
bubbles. If your child arrives more than five minutes past the allotted time, please direct them to the school 
reception: 

Year 3: Start time: 8.30 am Finish: 3.05pm 
Year 4: Start time: 8.50am Finish: 3.25pm 
Year 5: Start time: 8.40am Finish: 3.15pm 
Year 6: Start time: 9.00 am Finish: 3.35pm 
 

 In line with the current Government guidance, I now ask all adults who come on to site, to wear a face covering. 
Year 5 and 6 children must enter the premises alone. In Year 3 and 4, parents may enter the site but please 
do not wait on the premises with your child at the beginning of the day. We ask instead that you leave your 
child either at the gate or by the picnic benches and continue to walk around the path using the one-way 
system. Year 4 children will then use the path nearest the playground to walk to their classrooms. Year 3 
teachers will meet the children in the usual places. 

 

 Everyone entering the premises must use the one way system. This is as follows: 

 All infant school children will continue to enter from the car park entrance.  This is the ONLY entrance from 
which they will enter. 

 Junior school children will ONLY enter the site from the gate by the junior school ball court. 

 All parents and children from both the infant and junior schools, will exit only from the bridge gate. 

 If you are dropping off a child at the infant school, your child can walk on the path around the car park and 
on to the field track (in a clockwise direction) to the playground.  
Please do not gather at or around the school gates. 
 

 At the end of the day, 3AS and 3AL parents may continue to wait for their child in front of the picnic benches 
and leave as soon as your child is released by the teacher. For 3AB parents, please wait outside the 
Community Room entrance which is away from the one way system used by parents of children at both the 
infant and junior school. Please do not enter the premises before 3.00pm. 

At the end of the day, Year 4 parents may continue to wait on the playground for their child but please do not 
enter the premises until 3.20pm.  

 
ALL VISITORS ENTERING THE SITE MUST MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING. 
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 Once in school, your child can expect the same organisational procedures as for last term. This includes 
procedures such as regular handwashing, regular cleaning of equipment and shared areas, similar seating 
plans and staggered break and lunch times. We will also continue to maintain year group bubbles with class 
bubbles wherever possible. 

 

 Usual school uniform is required. The DfE advice states that uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more 
often than usual or using different methods to those stated on the uniform label. 

 

 Children should limit the amount of equipment they bring in to school each day, to include essentials such as 
lunch boxes, coats, personal essential stationery e.g. pens and pencils and reading books. Children will be 
asked to change on PE days in the same way as last term (Children to come in to school in PE kit on PE 
mornings and go home in PE kit on PE afternoons). There will be a separate communication to remind you 
which days your child has PE. Mobile phones are not currently allowed in school.  

 

 The Government currently advise against any educational visits. We will send out a communication before 
Easter to update you in relation to the Year 6 residential visit to Calshot. 

 

 We plan to resume our before and after school provision. However, the Government stipulates that parents 
MUST only access this provision where the use of this is “reasonably necessary to support them to work, seek 
work, undertake education or training, attend a medical appointment or address medical need or attend a 
support group”. Further information about our breakfast and after school club, will be sent out shortly. 

 

 If your child is symptomatic (new continuous cough, high temperature or loss/change to sense of smell or 
taste) do not attend school (isolate for 10 days) and arrange a test. If someone in the child’s household is 
symptomatic, do not attend school (isolate for at least 10 days) and arrange a test. 

 

 For your reassurance, staff have volunteered to take part in the CoVID-19 self-test, twice a week when in 
school.  If any member of staff were to test positive, they would have to isolate and follow the procedures as 
set out by NHS Track and Trace.  

 

As a school we appreciate that you and/or your child may feel a little anxious about this transition back to school. 
This is completely understandable given the circumstances and I would like to reassure you that we will continue 
to implement all measures necessary to ensure the safety and wellbeing of your child. To this end, the focus for 
the first few weeks back will be on ensuring your child feels safe, secure and sees school once again as a place 
to have fun and enjoy their learning. We are planning an exciting curriculum for the weeks leading up to Easter 
and this will include lots of activities centred around children’s emotional health and wellbeing, helping them to 
adjust back to life at school with their peers. 

I, along with my staff team, are very much looking forward to welcoming your child back to school on 8th March. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs C Martinez 
Headteacher 


