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It has been lovely to see more of you back in school and I can’t wait until the rest of you are 

able to join us. Schooling, whether you are in school or not, is a little unusual for us all at the 

moment and even the library is different, as it is currently part of the one-way system within 

school. With this is mind, I just wanted to check that you were all still accessing and enjoying 

reading. 

          

Don’t forget all fabulous eBooks & audiobooks available to Four Lanes Junior School via https://fourlanesjun-

hantssls.wheelers.co/ If you have not yet used this service, please contact me (a.kent@fourlanes-

jun.hants.sch.uk) for a login and password. 

 

 

As this week (15th June – 21st June) is Refugee Week, I thought it would be good to give links to 

refugee/immigration resources. 

 
Available from Wheelers: 

 

 
Available from Hampshire Library Service via BorrowBox: 

 

 

 
 

 No Ballet Shoes in Syria  

 Catherine Bruton  

 When Aya stumbles across a local ballet class, the formidable dance teacher spots her 

exceptional talent and believes that Aya has the potential to earn a prestigious ballet 

scholarship.  

 

But at the same time, Aya and her family must fight to be allowed to remain in the country, to 

make a home for themselves, and to find Aya's father - separated from the rest of the family 

during the journey from Syria.  

 

With beautiful, captivating writing, wonderfully authentic ballet detail, and an important 

message championing the rights of refugees, this is classic storytelling - filled with warmth, 

hope and humanity.  

 

 
 

When Hitler Stole 

Pink Rabbit 

 

 

 
 

The Unforgotten 

Coat 

 

 
 

The Fox Girl and 

the White Gazelle 

 

 
 

Here I am 

 

 
 

You Won't 

Believe This (Year 

6 only) 

 

https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/
mailto:a.kent@fourlanes-jun.hants.sch.uk
mailto:a.kent@fourlanes-jun.hants.sch.uk
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/performerPage.html?performer=10245221&fromPage=1&b2bSite=6394
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9780007380466/epub
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9780007380466/epub
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9781406335613/epub
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9781406335613/epub
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9781782504917/epub
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9781782504917/epub
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9781479518937/pdf
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9780008267056/epub
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9780008267056/epub
https://fourlanesjun-hantssls.wheelers.co/title/9780008267056/epub
https://r.wheelers.co/eb/large/978140/9781406335613.jpg
https://r.wheelers.co/eb/large/978178/9781782504917.jpg
https://r.wheelers.co/eb/large/978147/9781479518937.jpg
https://r.wheelers.co/eb/large/978000/9780008267056.jpg
http://giuliageranium.blogspot.co.uk/2011_12_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://giuliageranium.blogspot.co.uk/2011_12_01_archive.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Library Weekly News 
 

 

 

 The Abominables  

 Eva Ibbotson  

 In a secret valley Agatha Farlingham is introduced to a family of motherless yetis and devotes 

her life to their upbringing. She teaches them to speak, tells them stories and insists on polite 

manners. But as the decades pass, tourists come to the mountains, a hotel is built and yeti-

hunters arrive. Agatha knows that there is one place in the world where they would be 

protected - her ancestral home at Farley Towers. When a boy and his sister stumble upon her 

hidden valley, she knows she has found the courageous people who will carry out her plan. 

The excited yetis are smuggled into the bridal suite at the hotel. A freezer lorry is waiting to 

put them into semi-hibernation on the long trip home. But the baby yak that has fallen in love 

with the youngest yeti foils the refrigeration plan and they set off on a hugely entertaining road 

trip half way across the world. In the Sultan of Aslerfan's kingdom the yetis release all the 

animals from his zoo. In the Alps they rescue a lost child in a blizzard. In Spain, the yak creates 

chaos at a bullfight. But when they arrive in England, a terrible shock awaits them at Farley 

Towers... This early novel, never submitted for publication, contains all the trademark qualities 

that made Eva's subsequent books so successful; comedy, loveable and eccentric characters, 

perfectly-crafted plotting, and inspiring themes of tolerance, kindness to animals, and the 

defeat of cruelty.  

 

 

 

 Welcome to Nowhere  

 Elizabeth Laird  

 Twelve-year-old Omar and his brothers and sisters were born and raised in the beautiful and 

bustling city of Bosra, Syria. Omar doesn't care about politics - all he wants is to grow up to 

become a successful businessman who will take the world by storm. But when his clever older 

brother, Musa, gets mixed up with some young political activists, everything changes . . .  

 

Before long, bombs are falling, people are dying, and Omar and his family have no choice but 

to flee their home with only what they can carry. Yet no matter how far they run, the shadow 

of war follows them - until they have no other choice than to attempt the dangerous journey to 

escape their homeland altogether. But where do you go when you can't go home?  

 

 

 

Below are pupil reviews of books related to refugees: 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The Day We Met the Queen by Onjali Q. Rauf 
 

I enjoyed this book immensely, it is an amazing mix of action and dialogue which 
fits with the first book very well. It is about a boy called Ahmet and his friends, as 
well as a bully they call Brendan-the-Bully. Brendan-the-Bully ruins the assembly 
Ahmet and his friends are to give, but they still go to meet the Queen. I think the 
best part of the story is when they have too many questions. I would recommend 
this book to children aged 5-12 years and I would give it 4 out of 5 stars as it is very 
short and ends very quickly. (Chloe, aged 10) 
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I really enjoyed this book because normally you wouldn't think about how the 

refugees are suffering from wars. But this book has taken it to Buckingham Palace 

and further (in a good way), to make you ask yourself if what you're doing is right. 

It still deals with the 'too-serious-for-children' facts by having humorous jokes and 

characters. I would recommend this book to children aged 7-12. (Rebecca, aged 10) 

 

 

 
 

 
The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan 
 
I enjoyed this book because I liked how Kasienka fitted in at the end. I also liked 
how it was all set in verse but not many poetic features. I thought that it took 
until the end to understand the title too and I liked that there was a glossary at 
the back. I recommend this to ages 12+ (although Year 6/7 could read it). 
(Elizabeth, aged 11) 

 

Obviously, I would still love to receive more reviews from you to promote to the rest of the school the 

books you have enjoyed. 

 

 Please keep sending these to me at a.kent@fourlanes-jun.hants.sch.uk - they can be sent as photos, 

scanned documents, word documents or any other format that will email to me. 

 

Remember to think of these questions when writing a review: 

What was the book about/storyline? (no spoilers though) 

What did you enjoy most about the book? 

How did it make you feel? 

Would you recommend the book to others, if so who (age group)? 

 

How many stars out of 5 would you rate it? 

Reading Challenge: 
 
Read at Home - Reading Challenge 2020 
 
The Silly Squad - Reading Challenge 2020 
 
Refugee Week 15-21 June 2020: 

Refugee Week - Children's Pack 

Welcome to the UK 
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