
  

 
Twelve-year-old criminal mastermind, Artemis Fowl, 

hatches an ingenious plot to steal all the gold in fairy 

land. Although a little dubious about the plan - indeed 

not even quite believing in the existence of fairies - his 

trusty bodyguard and companion, Butler, is on hand to 

help. However, they have not reckoned on Captain 

Holly Short, who as first female officer in the Lower 

Elements Police Reconnaissance unit, or LEPrecon, 

has much to prove. When she is kidnapped by 

Artemis, she is determined to stand her ground and 

protect the fairy secrets. 
Artemis Fowl – Criminally good! 

Year Five English – 
Artemis Fowl 

 

My name 

 
My class 

 



Name_______________________________ 

 

Day One 

WALT Ask relevant questions to extend our understanding  ME CPA 

Examine what others think of Artemis   

 
State what we think makes a character ‘WICKED’  

Discuss how the book might tell you more about Artemis’ personality  

GM Concentration Resilience Responsibility Curiosity Risk Creativity Cooperation Enjoyment 

 
Today you are going to be exploring what other people think of Artemis’ character.  You may not have read 
any of “Artemis Fowl” yet but from reading the synopsis on the front cover of this booklet and the headlines 
on the next page you will begin to have an idea of who he is.  Read through these headlines and then 
complete the task below. 
 
WILF 1 
Select three words to say what these newspaper columnists think Artemis Fowl is like as a person 
 

Can you highlight or underline where you found the evidence for these words on the newspapers?  Why did 
you choose these words? 
 
WILF 2 
What do you think shows that a book character is thoroughly HORRIBLE?  You might want to think of a 
baddie from another story that you know (Voldemort, Darth Vader, Evil Stepmother).  Use the diagram 
below to gather your ideas about what makes your chosen character the villain in their story. Can you show 
something coming out from each of these ideas?  I wonder WHY ‘Action’ is there three times – do we judge 
people by their words or their actions?  See if you can include EVIDENCE from your chosen story for each 
idea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

WICKED

Action

Speech

Action

Attitude 
to others

Action

Behaviour
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Disney's Artemis Fowl 
movie: Release date, plot, 
trailers, cast, poster, 
director, rumours 
It looks like Disney has changed up what was originally 
a twisted fairy tale about a 12-year-old genius 
kidnapping a police officer from the underground world 

of mythical beings.  
Corinne Reichert  

WILF 3 
Discuss with your adults: 
 

How could reading the book help you to 
decide whether Artemis is really wicked or 

not? 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/film
https://www.theguardian.com/profile/benchild
https://in.mashable.com/u/jinal-bhatt
https://in.mashable.com/u/jinal-bhatt
https://www.kotaku.com.au/author/alex-walker
https://www.kotaku.com.au/author/alex-walker
https://www.kotaku.com.au/author/alex-walker
https://www.kotaku.com.au/author/alex-walker
https://www.cnet.com/profiles/corinne.reichert/
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Day Two 

WALT draw inference from text ME CPA 

Explain what a short extract shows    

Identify the main aspects of Artemis’ personality shown  

Show what the cumulative evidence tells me  

GM Concentration Resilience Responsibility Curiosity Risk Creativity Cooperation Enjoyment 

 
On page 6 of this booklet you will find several extracts from the book.  You need to read through each of 
these, looking for evidence about Artemis, his personality, behaviour and attitudes.  Once you have read 
through all of the extracts, fill in the table on the page 5 by choosing the extracts that you think tell the 
reader the most about Artemis and then explain what these extracts tell you and how it has influenced your 
own thoughts about Artemis’ character.  Look at the WAGOLL below to help you. 
 
There are more extracts than boxes so you can choose what you use. 
 
WAGOLL 
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WILF 1        WILF 2 
 

Extract (page no) What it tells me What I think about Artemis now 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

  



Name_______________________________ 

 

 
Extracts 
 

Of course, there had been no sodium pentathol, just a harmless prick with a sterilized needle.  
Artemis would not risk causing brain damage to his meal ticket, but nor could he afford to reveal 
the Book as the source of his information.  Better to let the hostage believe she had betrayed her 
own people.  It would lower her morale, making her more susceptible to his mind games.  Still, 
the ruse disturbed him.  It was undeniably cruel.  How far was he prepared to go for this gold?  
He didn’t know, and wouldn’t until the time came.  (p. 90) 

By now, you must have guessed just how far Artemis Fowl was prepared to go in order to 
achieve his goal.  But what exactly was this goal?  What outlandish scheme would involve the 
blackmailing of an alcohol-addicted sprite?  The answer was gold.  (p. 13) 

There is a tendency to romanticise Artemis.  To attribute to him qualities that he does not 
possess.  The fact that he used his wish to heal his mother is not a sign of affection.  He did it 
simply because the Social Services were already investigating his case, and it was only a matter 
of time before he was put into care.  (p. 206) 

Artemis leaned back in the study’s leather swivel chair, smiling over steepled fingers.  Perfect.  
That little explosion should cure those fairies of their cavalier attitude.  Plus there was one less 
whaler in the world.  Artemis Fowl did not like whalers.  

(p. 84) 

Artemis didn’t speak for several moments.   And for those few moments, Butler saw the face of a 
young boy.  The boy Artemis might have been.  (p. 53) 

There is no doubt that Artemis is a child prodigy.  But why does someone of such brilliance 
dedicate himself to criminal activities? … Artemis Fowl had devised a plan to restore his family’s 
fortune.  A plan that could topple civilizations and plunge the planet into a cross-species war.  (p. 
1) 

Artemis cracked his knuckles.  Time to do what he did best – plot dastardly acts.  

(p. 22) 

When Artemis smiled, as he did now, one almost expected vampire fangs to sprout from his 
gums.  (p. 49) 

Artemis paused, his gaze tugged momentarily upstairs to the converted loft.  Perhaps, he 
thought.  Do I really need all this gold?  And was his conscience not pricking him, leeching the 
sweetness from his victory?  He shook himself.  Stick to the plan.  Stick to the plan.  No emotion.  
(p. 189) 

A normal child would have abandoned the task long since.  The average adult would probably 
have been reduced to slapping the keyboard.  But not Artemis.  This book was testing him and he 
would not allow it to win.  (p. 18) 

Artemis saw the pain in the creature’s eyes as the hollow hypodermic plunged into her body.  
And for a moment he experienced misgivings.  (p. 56) 
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What do YOU think Artemis’ personality is like?  Using the evidence you have gathered so far, can you now 
put together a description of what you think Artemis is like, using evidence to back up your opinion. 
 
WILF 3 
 
You can choose to use the diagram below by adding evidence from each of your boxes OR you can select 
your own style for how you want to show what you think Artemis’ personality is like.  
  



Name_______________________________ 

 

Day Three 

WALT draw inference from a film trailer ME CPA 

Explain what the trailer has shown   

 
Analyse how Artemis’ personality is shown  

Compare the book and film versions of Artemis’ personality  

GM Concentration Resilience Responsibility Curiosity Risk Creativity Cooperation Enjoyment 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fl2r3Fwxz_o is the link to the trailer for the “Artemis Fowl” movie that is 
coming out in a couple of weeks.  Today, you are going to watch the trailer and compare it to the ideas you 
had started to form from what you have read so far.  Once you have watched the trailer, work through the 
activities below – you may need to watch the trailer a few times to help you think about all of the different 
elements when you are completing the box diagram on the next page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Does this look like the character that 
you imagined from looking at the 
extracts and talking about him? 
 
How is the actor different from what 
you thought Artemis would look like? 

You are used to using this box diagram with a 
text.  Now you are going to use it with the trailer. 
 
KEEP in mind – you are looking at what the 
trailer shows you about Artemis’ personality. 
 
What is the purpose?  
 
EFFECTS – what are you shown? 
INGREDIENTS – how is it done? 
EXAMPLES – how can you describe it? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fl2r3Fwxz_o
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Name_______________________________ 

 

Book Film

WILF 3 
Now you are going to contrast what the trailer suggests with what the book told you by completing the Venn 
diagram below.  REMEMBER – you are considering Artemis’ personality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will find that some ideas are only in the book and some only in the film.  The ones that you see in both, 
go in the middle. 
 
REMEMBER – you are thinking about how Artemis’ personality is shown and nothing else. 
 
KEY QUESTIONS 
What is different about the book version and the film version of Artemis’ character? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From what you know so far, if you were a film critic, what might YOU be writing having seen the trailer? 
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Day Four 

WALT consider author viewpoints ME CPA 

Consider Eoin Colfer’s opinions about his stories and characters  

 
Determine what he thinks about Artemis’ personality  

Build on the contributions of others  

GM Concentration Resilience Responsibility Curiosity Risk Creativity Cooperation Enjoyment 

 
 
Today, you are going to watch an interview with Eoin Colfer https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-
on-demand/eoin-colfer) who wrote the books.  Use the information you gain from the interview to answer 
the questions in the table below.  
 

What does Eoin Colfer think about…..?     WILF 1 

The story  

Artemis  

Holly  

Other characters  

What does he think of Artemis’ personality?     WILF 2 

 

What did other people say or ask?     WILF 3 

Question Eoin’s answer 

  

  

  

 
… and what do YOU think now you have seen the interview?  

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand/eoin-colfer
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand/eoin-colfer


Name_______________________________ 

 

Week One extras 
 
Here you will find  
Glossary – Eoin Colfer uses some brilliant vocabulary and you could learn a great deal by using it in your 
own writing. 
Chapter synopses – brief notes of what is in the chapters that you will be reading. 
Character list – well, it’s what you would expect… 
 
 
Glossary 

Chapter 1 
ambush-surprise attack 
ampoules- sealed glass capsule containing a liquid 
assuaged- soothed feelings or temper 
aversion-strong dislike 
blanched-grew pale from shock or fear 
consorting-associate with  
derringer-small pistol 
discern-perceive    
eminent-high rank 
furtive-secret/sly 
garrotte-kill with a wire round the neck   
informant-a person who gives info to police 
mottled-spotted or dappled coat on a creature  
pessimism-always seeing the worst in a situation 
proposition-suggested plan 
purging-get rid of from a body or group 
rebuke-ammunition belt worn across chest 
reverentially-respectfully 
sweltering-unbelievably hot 

Chapter 2 
acquisition-something you have bought  
alchemy- early form of chemistry 
arcane-secret/mysterious knowledge  
compiled-put together 
dastardly-cowardly and wicked 
dissected-pulled a body or thing apart  
fraudulent-dishonest with money 
improvise-throw together ideas and items 
legitimate-lawful 
outlandish-alien or bizarre 
remedy-cure/treatment 
skirmished-fought 
suplexed-wrestling move 
trawling-search thoroughly 
 

Chapter 3 
abyss-deep or bottomless pit 
centaur-creature with head, arms and torso of a man 
and the body and legs of a horse 
compensated-repay, pay back 
complacent-satisfies with himself 
complied- obeyed 
crenellated-building with indentations for battlements 
emanated-originated  
epidemic-outbreak 
geniality-friendliness 
inconspicuous-not noticeable 
kleptomaniac-someone who can’t stop stealing 
labyrinth-maze/network 
misnomer- inaccurate name 
patrons-customers 
perp (perpetrator)-someone who committed a crime 
pneumatic-air/gas under pressure 
precedent-something like this has happened before 
reconnaissance-military inspection 
stereotypes-typecast/labelled 
thoroughfare-main road 
truculent-silent and aggressive 
 

WORDS I am going to use… 
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Synopses 
Chapter One - Artemis is in the middle of his first crime in Ho Chi Minh City. He is accompanied by his 
butler, simply known as Butler, and is attempting to steal a Book from a drunk in an alley – this drunk is 
actually a washed-up fairy who has lost her magic. Artemis was led to the alley by an informant who was 
paid $20,000 cash for his information. The Book is a fairy bible containing all their secrets, but it is written in 
their native language. Artemis asks for the Book and in exchange he will restore her magic, slyly adding 
that she will be dead within 24 hours if she refuses because the whiskey was really holy water – which will 
poison the fairy. The fairy agrees, knowing that the book is unreadable. Butler quickly scans the pages and 
sends them back to Artemis’ home in Ireland, a mansion compound called Fowl Manor. Artemis gives the 
drunken fairy an antidote which will purge her of her alcoholism and allow her to restore the magic, adding 
to Butler as they leave that there was an amnesia agent in the potion. 
 
Chapter Two -  explains how Artemis came to find out about the fairy people and their Book – the internet 
of course. His father was on a criminal mission in Russia when he disappeared, severely limiting the family 
fortune, although they are still far from poor. Artemis rigs up a series of steps to translate the book and is 
successful – revealing all the fairy secrets. He figures that the secrets in the book will enable him to 
outsmart the fairies, get their gold, and restore the fortune lost during his father’s last voyage. His plan: 
kidnap an unsuspecting fairy, neutralize their magic using the secrets in the book to devise a way around it, 
and demand a ransom for the fairy’s safe return. This chapter also introduces Artemis’ mother – who is 
mad from the news of her husband’s disappearance and living in the attic completely out of things. This is 
what gives Artemis the opportunity to have no parental supervision, except Butler – who must obey him. 
Butler’s little sister, Juliet, is also introduced. She is in charge of taking care of Mrs. Fowl. 
 
Chapter Three -  begins with Holly Short, an elf who belongs to the elite LEPrecon unit of the fairy 
underworld. Their job is to neutralize any contact with humans and keep their secret home underground 
from being known to the human world. Holly is the first and only female member of the LEPrecon unit and 
she is not treated as an equal, is expected to fail, and is in a bad mood because she is on the verge of 
being kicked out. She has been so busy with her job that she has not renewed her magic (a ritual that must 
be completed periodically) and is alarmingly low. When she enters her work area for her shift she is greeted 
by an angry Commander. Root calls her into his office to tell her his expectations of her are high because 
she represents all the other female elves who want to be in LEPrecon as well – she is one minute late and 
that is unacceptable – she should be on traffic detail. A call comes in while Holly pleads her case; there is a 
troll on the loose in Southern Italy and Holly wiggles her way in getting the job of bringing him back. Trolls 
are notoriously stupid and will create havoc in the upper world. Elves are shuttled to the top world via gas 
chambers deep below the earth – and Holly shoots out of the tunnel and makes her way to the troll. All 
technology is routed through a brilliant centaur named Foaly and he makes sure Holly has the appropriate 
gear for her missions. Meanwhile, the troll is ransacking a restaurant full of customers and puts up a really 
good fight against Holly – she uses a spell to put the patrons to sleep and her magic is exhausted. She falls 
unconscious and wakes to Root’s angry face. When she says her magic has run out (revealing a lie she 
told in his office that she had plenty left) she is ordered to go complete the ritual ASAP. 
 
Cast of Characters 
Artemis Fowl – the brilliant 12 year old criminal mastermind of the plot to steal the fairy gold.  
Butler – Artemis Fowl’s man-servant. His life is pledged to this He is highly trained in protection, weapons, 
and other warfare.  
Juliet – Butler’s sister who is pledged to care for Mrs. Fowl. She helps Artemis.  
Captain Holly Short – the LEPrecon unit officer caught by Artemis Fowl. She is the first female in LEPrecon.  
Commander Root – Holly’s boss. He cares about her and wants her to succeed as the first female 
LEPrecon officer, but pushes her hard. 


