
 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Parents,  
 
Usually this is a time when I would welcome everyone to a term full of exciting and challenging events and 
activities but this year is a little different! I do hope you were all able to enjoy some quality family time over 
Easter – the fantastic weather has certainly helped ease some of the challenges we are currently facing. 
 
Keeping connected as a school community is something that is continually on my mind so I thought it may be 
useful to share with you our experiences along with what we have been doing as a school. 
 
Schools heard that there was to be a lockdown, along with the rest of the population, during the Prime 
Minister’s speech on 18th March. That evening and for the remainder of the week, teachers worked long hours 
to plan home learning and prepare their children for the closure on the Friday. Alongside that, we were also 
preparing for an unknown number of children to remain ‘cared for’ in school. Mr Millard kindly offered to lead 
this for the first weeks with many staff volunteering to remain in school to assist both in the planning and 
delivery of activities. I was overwhelmed with the amazing response by all staff to do whatever was necessary 
to help our children with the sudden changes in circumstances and transitioning to a new way of life. 
 
Since the beginning of lockdown, staff who are able to be in school, have been working on a rota basis to care 
for our key worker and vulnerable children. Teachers remain in school all week to ensure there is as much 
continuity for the children as possible. LSAs are all in school for a number of days each week to ensure the 
children requiring one to one support, have their needs met with familiar adults. Although the government 
guidelines originally stated that school should only provide care rather than education, we have tried to align 
learning goals with those on the home-learning timetables. In practice this means that staff have been 
providing for a range of children from different year groups and with different needs, within the same 
classroom. Despite this, children have been enjoying their time in school, achieving well and enjoying lots of 
outdoor activities such as tending the vegetable patches, flying home-made kites and creating amazing 
designs with chalk on the playground. 
 
The teachers who are not in school have been working equally hard at home, considering the best ways to 
provide achievable tasks for children to complete outside of the classroom whilst moving learning forwards 
without a teacher present to facilitate this. As a staff, we appreciate that at times parents have felt the weight 
of this burden, trying to juggle their own work commitments with family life and unique set of family 
circumstances. Many staff have similar challenges with their own children and family lives so we understand 
that aiming for perfection will only cause further stress. On the other hand, some parents have been eager to 
complete more home learning and to that end we have included many additional resource suggestions on our 
website. We are mindful that home learning will look very different to each family and some will find supporting 
their child’s learning at this time, a greater challenge than others. We have provided a timetable of activities to 
help parents create structure to the child’s day and to give children a range of activities to keep them occupied 
and their brains working! However, we know that this will not suit every family and it is important that each 
family does whatever works best for them.  
 
The most important tasks to complete are the Maths followed by English so we ask that these are prioritised. If 
a day is missed, we suggest that the following day you just pick up from where you left off on the timetable. 
Children will find it difficult to follow learning if the previous day’s work has not been completed. 
 
Teachers are very experienced and skilled in providing for a range of needs in their classrooms so we will be 
ready to change and adapt learning to match the requirements for each individual child when they are back in 
school. No child will be penalised for not completing work but appropriate support will be put in place to ensure 
that any gaps in learning can be addressed before moving on.  
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Going forward, we have no more information than the general public in regards to when schools will reopen. 
We are expecting to hear through government announcements and briefings and hope that like you, we have 
enough time to adequately prepare for the transition to ensure we can make this as smooth as possible for our 
children. I for one, hope that we are able to open before the end of the summer term to ensure we can give our 
Year 6 children the goodbye they deserve before moving on to secondary school but also to provide a good 
transition for children to move up to the next year group. We are also considering ways we can make the Year 
2 children’s move up to Year 3, as confident and assured as possible. Whatever happens, we will, as always, 
ensure that we do our very best for the children in our care and in regards to our Year 6 children, we will 
consider alternative ways we can say our goodbyes – whenever that may be. 
 
In the meantime, I would like to wish you all the best and remind you that we can be contacted at any time 
through our usual means. The office staff are in every day to take phone calls and pick up email and Ms 
Sinclair is continually updating Facebook and responding to messages. Staff members can also be contacted 
through these channels. If teachers are working from home, they may respond through the admin office or in 
some circumstances are able to ring parents directly. However, please be advised that this is often through 
their personal devices and therefore will only happen if essential. Mrs Murphy and Miss Ervine are also 
keeping in regular contact with many families who feel they require additional support. Please let us know, 
through the office, if you feel that this would be beneficial to you. Please also remember that the most recent 
information can also be found on our website and this is also regularly being updated. 
 
 
Mrs C Martinez 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIARY DATES  

Although there are no plans yet in place for schools to return, we wanted to give you a heads up in regards to 

main events planned to happen in the final half term. 
 

 

June  July  

1st Calshot Week 1st  Y4 Topic Outcome 

15th  E-Safety Workshops 4th  Summer Fayre 

19th  Sports Day 14th  Y6 Performance 

23rd  Y6 Think Safe Day 17th  Disco 

29th  Y5 Topic Outcome 22nd  Last Day of Term 

30th  Y3 Topic Outcome   

    

Governor Update 

Dear Parents 

  

I just wanted to add a line to wish you and your families well.  I hope that you are all coping with our completely different 

way of life and that most importantly you are all keeping safe.  As school governors we will continue to keep an oversight of 

the school on behalf of the community.  I sincerely hope it will not be too long before we can welcome the children back to 

school. We will have to wait to see what the government instructs, but I know when the time comes the school will step up 

and recommence teaching with energy and enthusiasm. 

Take care everyone.   

  

Kathy Bowman 

Chair of Governors 


