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Welcome to the section of the website all about the final year of the Junior School.  It’s a wonderful year to teach 
because the children retain a sense of wonder and joy in their world but have grown a passion for changing things and 
for making a positive contribution to the lives of others and to life on this planet.  Through our curriculum in Year Six 
and through our teaching about Rights and Respect, we believe that we help the children to become ready to take 
their place as Global Citizens and to be ready as individuals for the next step in their personal lives, namely the 
transfer from Primary to Secondary school. 
 
We cover three main topics through the year: 
 
Amazingstoke is a History theme based around the town in which the children live.  It follows on from earlier studies of 
Chineham and its immediate environment to considering how Basingstoke has grown from a small farming community 
into a major commercial, business and transport hub for the region.  They undertake a field study of the historic town 
which includes a visit to the Willis Museum and an observation of the Basingstoke Canal and Station areas.  They also 
go to Festival Place to look at how the commercial area has been developed piece by piece.  The children use drama 
to explore how different people might have felt about the building of the railway line and finally, they learn how 
Basingstoke was used to alleviate pressure on housing after the Second World War. 
 
During the first term, the children also learn about how to make a Persuasive speech, studying the work of notable 
historic figures such as Winston Churchill, Martin Luther King and William Shakespeare.  They use this learning and 
the work done on Rights to create their own speeches to support their candidacy for House Captain, Class Councillor, 
Eco-Warrior and Class Librarian. 
 
In the second term we shift our focus from near to far but keep showing the children the impact that we make and 
difference that can be made from small changes. 
 
Tropical Rainforests is a Geography study of the areas of the world often known as “The Lungs of our Planet”.  The 
children study the origins of the forests, their purpose in sustaining life on Earth, the people of the different regions 
and the effects of Deforestation.  This is linked with Science learning looking at the idea of Evolution and Inheritance.  
We believe that it is important that children learn to see themselves as custodians of a world where we are all 
interdependent and that we have a responsibility to leave things better than we found them.  They learn about 
uncontacted tribes and engage in debates about the merits of involving ourselves with indigenous tribes. 
 
The English learning focuses on two distinct themes: one follows the topic learning and gives the children time to read 
and consider many different articles and viewpoints on how the Tropical Rainforests are used.  They craft reports and 
explanations; then they decide on one small issue that arouses their passions and create campaigns to persuade their 
parents and families to make one change in their lifestyle for the sake of the planet.  The other English study looks at 
Traditional Tales and the modern genre of twisting a story.  The children always delight us with the twists they pick 
and the skill with which they craft a surprise for their readers. 
 
Mayans is our final theme of the year and is the culmination of children’s History learning through their primary years.  
They are given the opportunity to apply all their skills of research, writing and presentation to finding out about the 
lives of people in this ancient civilisation.  They really enjoy the topic, particularly the emphasis on the legendary 
“Mayan Ball Game” and the tales of the sacrifice of the losers.  One of their favourite parts is making a video book on 
an aspect of Mayan life.  We have had some wonderful examples which we hope to publish on the website, some of 
which have included multi-lingual texts that the children designed so that those whose first language is not English 
would be able to learn just as well as native speakers. 
 
In our final consideration of Rights and Respect, the children learn about the campaign for Women’s Suffrage in the 
United Kingdom.  By creating drama and artwork, they explore the reasons why women (and some men) fought for 
equality.  They write newspaper articles based around Emily Davidson and the Derby.   
 
There is so much more to tell you about the Art, Design Technology, Computing, Maths, Science, RE, Personal 
Education, Music, PE, performances and our residential that we can’t fit it on to one page but we know the links on the 
site will show you all the brilliant learning opportunities for children at Four Lanes Community Junior School. 
 
We have worked very hard to create a curriculum that meets the expectations of the National Curriculum and prepares 
the children for a future in which they have a voice, an impact and a right to be respected for who they are.  We would 
be delighted to welcome you to visit and to see our wonderful children at their learning.  Finally, all of us, adults and 
children in Year Six are guided by our three principles – see if our children can tell you what they are! 
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